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	12 Steps

**AN: Angst ahead. I was hit with this idea, and I hope you like it. Thanks to sophiabellissimo12 for being my beta!**

**Disclaimer: I own Nothing.**

**Summary: 12 Steps Jeff takes through Greendale. Character Introspection.**

_12 Steps_

**One**

It's Jeff's first day at Greendale and he is here because his whole world has fallen apart, and because for once his silver tongue does him no good.

Apparently it doesn't matter how good you are, lawyer companies still need to cover their butts and follow the rules.

Four years and he can get out of this Hell Hole.

He sees a blonde in spanish class and comes up with a plan.

He's been faking for the past decade of his life, this doesn't have to be any different.

**Two**

Yes, Britta is hot. But Jeff only goes after her because he knows that's what he's supposed to do.

Greendale still sucks but the study group makes it almost bearable. Not because he likes them, because Jeff doesn't like anyone. But they provide a routine and a schedule. There's a set way his day goes, he doesn't have to panic about what comes next.

He still spends most of his life alone.

**Three**

Annie scares him. Annie scares him. Annie scares him.

So do Troy and Abed.

He's not sure what that means so he dates Michelle and sleeps with Britta to avoid dealing with it.

For some reason the jaded people in his life are a lot less terrifying than the highly perceptive, the openly youthful, and the scarily driven.

**Four**

Annie punches him. The Study Group is mad at him, because he did what he does best- what everyone wants from him.

His chest hurts and he can't breathe. He goes home and gets drunk and passes out to avoid dealing with the pain in his chest.

The next day he (somehow, miraculously) makes it okay again. His silver tongue back at it, they surround his bed, and can almost fool himself into thinking he sees care in their eyes.

Jeff is not an idiot, though. (He knows people only care about what he can do for them.)

**Five**

Britta is easy. They sleep together and know exactly where they stand with each other, and it's _good_ to know where he stands with at least one person.

Shirley is easy too. He protects her from Chang and defends her to her husband and in return she bakes him food he can't eat and doesn't remark when he suddenly leaves the Study Room to avoid hyperventilating.

Pierce is terrifying. Pierce is everything he's terrified to be and face wrapped up into one face that he knows he's destined to come. Except that Pierce has people who care about him, whereas Jeff is doomed to end up alone. Jeff lashes out and can sense his feared future becoming a reality.

Abed is terrifying. Abed looks at Jeff and sees right to the core of him. Abed sees his fears, his wants, his intimate desires, looks into Jeff's heart and mind and doesn't flinch at what he sees. Then he takes that and keeps it hidden. Abed is (almost) Jeff's favorite in spite of that- he sees Jeff and doesn't flinch and isn't moved. He's almost apathetic, except that Jeff knows he cares.

Troy is Troy. He is open and honest and when he looks at Jeff he sees the man he wants to become. Jeff is simultaneously terrified he'll get what he wants and too scared to show him the truth.

Annie is. Indescribable. She looks into Jeff's heart and cares, calls him out on all his fragile convictions. She sees the truth of Jeff's life and refuses to run away.

So Jeff does it for her.

**Six**

Pierce is back. Annie is 21, and he can no longer convince himself what he feels for her is creepy.

But he knows the truth- he's not good enough for any of these people.

It's only confirmed when Troy gives up himself to save them all.

Jeff never forgives himself for not being able to do the same.

**Seven**

Into the final stretch and he manages to mess everything up because that's who he is.

Graduating early is the only way to let these people move on without him.

Annie and he have something but then he ends it.

He can't. Not to her. Not when he already has the schedule in his mind for drifting away from these people after he graduates.

He makes one final Winger Speech. He pretends he's better, when there's still a pain in his chest that will never, ever be healed.

He goes home after graduation and falls into the feeling of hyperventilating himself to sleep.

**Eight**

Everything falls apart and he's back at Greendale. It's like being back at square one, but this time he's being paid.

The ACB is Annie. He did his own investigating year two, but he still allows himself to get drawn back into the thrill of the chase (the thrill of her).

Pierce dies and Troy leaves and scotch becomes his best friend again.

He's _fine_ ok.

When they all show up at his hospital bed he kids himself into thinking that somebody cares.

**Nine**

The door opens because of Annie. What the heck. He'd made a deal with the universe- he wouldn't touch her and she could go on and be wonderful and happy, and he wouldn't have to deal with his feelings.

Apparently the universe is as fickle as humanity.

**Ten**

Sometimes Jeff kids himself into thinking he's happy. But he knows the truth. If you're never happy, then something suddenly changing won't hurt.

He's happy for about a month- the universe went back on the deal, maybe it's ok to love these people. But then.

Shirley leaves.

As Jeff throws up two bottles of Scotch, he curses himself for believing that anyone would ever care enough to stay.

**Eleven**

Jeff keeps Scotch everywhere.

He avoids Britta and her knowing eyes- the one person who would have the gall to confront him now.

Abed sees but he just observes.

Jeff makes sure Annie doesn't notice.

They're all going to leave anyway, what's the point?

**Twelve**

Annie and Abed leave and it's just him and Britta.

He kisses Annie goodbye and hugs Abed twice and he goes to the bar and doesn't cry. He goes home and kills the pain in his heart by drinking until he collapses.

He falls asleep knowing that everything he ever believed about his worthlessness is true.


End file.
